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REMARKS 

Claims 1-3, 5-15, 27, 28, 30, 32-34, 36, 37, 39-45, and 47-50 are pending. Applicants 
thank the Examiner for indicating that claims 12 and 13 recite allowable subject matter 
(Applicant notes that claims 14 and 44 were note rejected, and therefore, also contain allow 
subject matter), however, Applicant respectfully present that each of the pending claims are 
allowable over the cited art. Reconsideration of the previous rejections over the prior art 
references is respectfully requested in view of the foregoing amendments. 

I. Election/Restriction 

This Office Action requires the Applicant to elect the species of Fig. 1 or the species of 
Fig. 2 for prosecution at this time. Applicant elects the species of Fig. 2. As described in the 
present specification at, for example, Paragraphs [0020]-[0021] of the published application, the 
distinction between the embodiments of Figs. 1 and 2 is the shape of face 20, i.e., planar and 
curved, respectively. 

Applicant respectfully presents that only claims 8 and 48 read sspecifically on the elected 
species and each of claims 1-3, 5-7, 9-15, 27, 28, 30, 32-34, 36, 37, 39-45, 47, and 50 are generic. 
Applicant reminds the Examiner that should a generic claim be found to be allowable, Applicant 
is entitled to consideration of additional species. Thus, as generic claims 12 and 13 were 
indicated as being allowable, Applicant respectfully requests consideration of the claims read on 
the species of Fig. 1. 

Claims 47 and 48 stand withdrawn from consideration as allegedly being directed to a 
non-elected invention. The Office Action asserts (1) that claims 47 and 48 are directed to the 
embodiment of Fig. 2, and (2) the claims originally presented are directed to the species of Fig. 1. 
However, as only claims 8 and 48 of the previously presented claims recite the shape of the face, , J 
Applicant respectfully submits that (other than claims 8 and 48) the previously presented claims 
are generic to both Fig. 1 and Fig. 2. Moreover, as Applicants have elected the species of Fig. 2, 
reconsideration is respectfully requested. 
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n. Claims 15 and 44 

As claims 15 and 44 are not subject to any rejections in the present Office Action, these 
claims have been amended in independent form including each of the features recited by the 
respective claims from which each depends. 

m. 35 USC§ 112 

Claim 12 stands rejected under 35 USC § 1 12, second paragraph, as allegedly being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim that which is considered the 
invention. In response, claim 12 has been amended to clarify that the pad has a hollow core, as is 
identified with reference number 23 in Figs. 1-3 and 5. 

IV. 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 5-1 1, 14, 27, 28, 30, 32-34, 36, 37 and 39-43 stand rejected under 35 USC 
§ 103(a) as allegedly being unpatentable over Margarit (U.S. Patent No. 5,979,132) in view of 
DeGraan (U.S. Patent No. 4,655,009) and Hickler (U.S. Patent No. 2,456,006). The Office 
Action asserts Margarit teaches each feature of the claims, except for (1) a surface formed of 
thermosetting resin sheet; (2) a resilient pad coupled to the floating floor engaging surface; (3) the 
pad formed of natural or synthetic rubber, compressed open cell foam plastic, closed cell foamed 
plastics, elastomer polymer materials or hollow core polymeric materials; and (4) the pad 
resiliently forms a moisture tight seal when installed. The Office Action relies on DeGraan and 
Hickler for such disclosures. In light of the amendments to the claims and the remarks which 
follow, reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

A. "Preformed Pad" 

As amended, the present claims recite that the pad is "preformed." In other words, 
according to the present claims, the molding is manufactured such that it is not necessary to form 
or join the pad or the molding at or during installation. As none of the cited references teach or 
suggest to provide a preformed pad, Applicants respectfully present that the present claims are 
allowable over the cited references. 
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B. Claims 1 1 and 28 

Present claims 1 1 and 28 recite that the pad is formed from a "material that is one of a 
closed cell foamed plastic or an open cell foamed plastic." The Office Action notes that the 
sealant of DeGraan is a plastic, specifically isobutylene. However, there is no teaching or 
suggestion to modify this plastic to be either "a closed cell foamed plastic or an open cell foamed 
plastic" as presently recited. 

C. Claims 2. 37 and 42 

Claims 2, 37 and 42 (and the claims depending therefrom) each recite the presence of an 
adhesive between the molding and the pad. As none of the cited references teach or suggest an 
adhesive between the molding and the pad, Applicant respectfully presents that no prima facie case 
of obviousness has been made. Reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

D. Claims 32 and 33 

Claim 32 recites the step of applying a sealant to opposite longitudinal ends of the molding, 
e.g., at the first and second ends of the molding. As none of the cited references teach or suggest 
sealing the longitudinal ends of the molding, Applicant respectfully presents that no prima facie 
case of obviousness has been made. 

Claim 33 depends from claim 32 and recites that the sealant is a silicone sealant. The 
Office Action alleges that "the sealant" is a silicone. However, the Office Action fails to identify 
to which sealant it is referring. The only "sealant" otherwise discussed in the Office Action is 
sealant 19 of DeGraan. However, the Office Action has stated that sealant 19 of DeGraan is the 

presently recited pad. In contrast, the present claims recite a first structure as the pad, and an 

I 

additional structure as the sealant. Thus, the sealant 19 of DeGraan cannot be both; the presently 
recited pad and sealant. 

Moreover, the Office Action erroneously interprets the identity of the sealant of DeGraan. 
As described at column 2, line 40, sealant 19 of DeGraan is isobutylene. The Office Action asserts 
that such a sealant meets the feature recited by present claim 33, i.e., a silicone sealant. Applicant 
does not take issue with the definition of silicone presented in the Office Action (i.e., an organic 
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silicon compound), but with the application thereof. Specifically, as is understood by those of 
basic skill in the art, isobuylene is a hydrocarbon having an emperical formula of (CH 3 ) 2 CCH 2 . 
Thus, isobutylene contains no Si, i.e., silicon. See, definition of "isobutylene" from McGraw Hill's 
Dictionary of Scientific and Technical Terms (Attachment A), and the Periodic Table of the 
Elements (Attachment B). As none of the cited references teaches or suggests a silicone sealant in 
combination with the other recited features, Applicant respectfully presents that no prima 
facie case of obviousness for claim 33 has been made. 

IV. Conclusion 

In view of the above, it is respectfully submitted that all objections and rejections are 
overcome. Thus, a Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. If any issues remain which 
may best be resolved through a telephone communication, the Examiner is requested to telephone 
the undersigned at the local Washington, D.C. telephone number listed below. If any fee is 
necessary to make this paper timely and/or complete, it may be deducted from the undersigned's 
deposit account no. 19-4375. 


STEVENS, DAVIS, MILLER & MOSHER, L.L.P. 

1615 L Street, N.W., Suite 850 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Telephone: (202)785-0100 

Facsimile: (202) 408-5200 or (202) 408-5088 


Respectfully submitted, 



TPP/EPR 

Attorney Docket No.: TPP 31390 


Thomas P. Pavelko 
Registration No. 31,689 


Date: 
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■ luble in water; boils at 64°C; used as a chemical interme- 

Also known as isobutyraldehyde. 
/Ityl T^binol [orgchem](CH 3 ) 2 CH(CH 2 ) 2 OH Color- 
ifs liquid with pungent taste and disagreeable aroma; soluble 
mhol and ether, slightly soluble in water; boils at 132 C, 
H as a chemical intermediate and solvent, and in pharma- 
^ical products and medicines. Also- known as isoamyl 
, " ho i . 3-methyl- 1-butanol; primary isoamyl alcohol. 
,2ene [org chem] (CH 3 ) 2 CCH 2 Flammable color- 
less^ liquid toiling at -7 °C; easily polymerized; used 
Lolines, as a chemical intermediate, and to make butyl 
'"bber Also known as isobutene; 2-methylpropene. 
Jnhutvraldehyde See isobutyl aldehyde, 
nbuwrlc add [org chem] <CH 3 ) 2 CHCOOH Colodess 
i miid boiling at 154°C; soluble in water, alcohol, and ether; 
used as a chemical intermediate and disinfectant, in flavor 
and perfume bases, and for leather treating. 
UobuWl [org chemI (CH 3 ) 2 CCHO The radical group 
from isobutyric acid, (CH 3 ) 2 CHCOOH. 
isocarb [geochem] A line on a map that connects points ot 
equal content of fixed;.carbon in coal, 
iwcarpic [bot] Having the same number of carpels and 
oerianth divisions. 

isoceraunic [meteorol] Indicating or having equal fre- 
quency or intensity of thunderstorm activity. Also spelled 
isokeraunic. 

isoceraunic line [meteorol] A line drawn through geo- 
graphical points at which some phenomenon connected with 
thunderstorms has the same frequency or intensity; used for 
lines of equal frequency of lightning discharges, 
itocercal [vert zoo] Of the tail fin of a fish, having the 
upper and lower lobes symmetrical and the vertebral column 
" gradually tapering. . 
Isochasm [geophys] A line connecting points on the eartn s 
surface at which the aurora is observed with equal frequency. 
Also known as isaurore. 

isochela [invzoo] 1. A chela having two equally developed 
parts. 2. A chelate spicule with both ends identical. 

isochemical metamorphism [peto] Theoretically, a meta- 
morphism involving no great change in its chemical compo- 
sition. Also known as treptomorphism. 

isochemical series [petr] A series of rocks with identical 
chemical compositions. 

Isochor See isochore. 

isochore [phys] A graph that shows the variation of one 
quantity with another; for example, the variation of pressure 
with temperature, when the volume of the substance is held 
constant. Also known as isochor; isometric. 

isochorlc [phys] Taking place without change in volume. 
Also known as isovolumic. 

iwchromatlc [optics] 1. Pertaining to a variation of certain 
quantities related to light (such as density of the medium 
through which the light is passing, index of refraction), in 
which the color or wavelength of the light is held constant. 2. 
Pertaining to lines connecting points of the same color, 
iwchromatlc fringe pattern [optics] A pattern of bands, 
each of uniform color, observed when a plate is placed in a 
polariscope and subjected to stress, making it birefringent. 
feochromosome [cytol] An abnormal chromosome with a 
medial centromere and identical arms formed as a result of 
transverse, rather than longitudinal, splitting of the centro- 
mere. 

isochronal test [petro eng] Short-time back-pressure test 
for tow-permeability reservoirs that otherwise require exces- 
sively long times for pressure stabilization when wells are 
shut in. 

kochrone [phys] A line on a chart connecting all points 
having the same time of occurrence of particular phenomena 
or of a particular value of a quantity. 

'•ochronlsm [mech] The property of having a uniform rate 
of operation or periodicity, for example, of a pendulum or 
w *tch balance. 

lt0c hronon [horol] A clock designed to keep very accurate 
time. 

,8t *hronous [phys] Having a fixed frequency or period. 
l| °chronous circuits [elec] Circuits having the same reso- 
rt frequency. 


Isochronous governor [mech eng] A governor that keeps 
the speed of a prime mover constant at all loads. Also known 
as astatic governor. </Vfn 
isocitric acid [biochem] HOOCCH 2 CH(COOH)CH(OH> 
COOH An isomer of citric acid that is involved in the Krebs 
tricarboxylic acid cycle in bacteria and plants. Also known 
as 2-hydroxy-l,2,3-propane-tricarboxylic acid, 
isoclasite [mineral] Ca 2 (P0 4 )(OH)-2H 2 0 A white min- 
eral composed of a basic hydrous calcium phosphate; occur- 
ring in small crystals or columnar forms. 
Isoclinal See isoclinic line. 

isoclinal chart [geophys] A chart showing isoclinic lines. 
Also known as isoclinic chart. 

isocline [geol] A fold of strata so tightly compressed that 
parts on each side dip in the same direction. 
Isoclinic chart See isoclinal chart. 

Isoclinic line [geophys] A line connecting points on the 
earth's surface which have the same magnetic dip. Also 
known as isoclinal, [solid state] A line joining points m a 
plate at which the principal stresses have parallel directions, 
isoconcentration [chem eng] Constant concentration val- 


ISOCHROMATIC 
FRINGE PATTERN 


ues. 

isoconcentration map [chem eng] Map or diagram or a 
liquid or gas system's concentration with respect to a single 
component of the system, shown by constant-concentration 
contour lines. , 

Isocrackate [mater] The liquid products of the process of 

isocracking. . 

isocracking [chem eng] A hydrocrackmg process for con- 
version of hydrocarbons into more valuable, lower-boiling 
products; operates at relatively low temperatures and pres- 
sures in the presence of hydrogen and a catalyst. 

Isocrinida [inv zoo] An order of stalked articulate echino- 
derms with nodal rings of cirri. . 

isocyanate [org chem] 1. One of a group of neutral deriva- 
tives of primary amines; its formula is R - N = C = O, where 
R may be an alkyl or aryl group; an example is 2,4-toluene 
diisocyanate. 2. Any compound containing the - N = L - O 
radical. „ , . . 

isocyanate resin [org chem] A linear alkyd resin length- 
ened by reaction with isocyanates, then treated with a glycol 
or diamine to cross-link the molecular chain; the product has 
good abrasion resistance. 

isocyanic acid [org chem] HN = C- O One of two forms 
of cyanic acid; a gas used as an intermediate in the prepara- 
tion of polyurethane and other resins. 

isocyanine [org chem] Any one of a series of dyes whose 
structure has two heterocyclic or quinoline nngs connected 
by an odd number chain of carbon atoms containing conju- 
gated double bonds; for example, cyanine blue. 

isocyanuric acid See fulminuric acid. 

isodiametric [biol] Having equal diameters or dimensions. 

isodont [vert zoo] 1. Having all teeth alike. 2. Of a snake, 
having the maxillary teeth of equal length. 

isodose curve [nucleo] A curve, drawn on a chart of an 
object, connecting points receiving equal doses of radiation. 

Isodrosotherm [meteorol] An isogram of dew-point tem- 
perature. 

isodulcitol See rhamnose. 

Isodynamic [mech] Pertaining to equality of two or more 
forces or to constancy of a force. 

Isodynamic tine [geophys] One of the lines on a map ot a 
magnetic field that connect points having equal strengths ot 
the earth's field. . 

Isoelectric [elec] Pertaining to a constant electric potential. 

Isoelectric point [phys chem] The pH value of the disper- 
sion medium of a colloidal suspension at which the colloidal 
particles do not move in an electric field. 

isoelectric precipitation [chem] Precipitation of materials at 
the isoelectric point (the pH at which the net charge on a 
molecule in solution is zero); proteins coagulate best at this 

point . 
isoelectronic [atom phys] Pertaining to atoms having the 

same number of electrons outside the nucleus of the atom 
isoelectronic sequence [spect] A set of spectra produced by 

different chemical elements ionized so that their atoms or ions 

contain the same number of electrons. 



Iso chromatic fringe pattern for 
plate with hole. (From M. M. 
Frocht, Photoelasticity, vol. 2, 
Wiley, 1948) 


ISOCHRONOUS GOVERNOR 



Diagram of isochronous govern o: 
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CHCOOH 
I 

CHOHCOOH 

Structural formula of isocitric 
acid. 


ISOELECTRIC POINT 


isoelectric 
point 



Graph showing the isoelectric 
point where particles are 
electrophoretically inert. 
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